《The Fourfold Gospel - Acts》(John W. McGarvey)
Commentator

J. W. McGarvey is one of the more highly respected scholars among churches of Christ to this day. His father emigrated from Ireland to America to settle in Hopkinsville, KY where John William was born in 1829. J. W. McGarvey's exposure to the church began when he entered Bethany College which was under the control of Alexander Campbell. He had the privilege of hearing Alexander preach in the church at Bethany on multiple occasions.

In April 1848 he was immersed at Buffalo Creek by one of his professors, W. K. Pendleton. Pendleton was a man McGarvey admired greatly for his knowledge and teaching ability. Buffalo Creek was the same body of water where Alexander and Thomas Campbell were immersed. McGarvey then decided to dedicate his life to preaching of the gospel. He graduated from Bethany in 1850 at the top of the class and delivered his commencement speech in Greek.

McGarvey would go on to write many valuable works which are still highly prized today including: Lands of the Bible, Original Commentary on Acts, New Commentary on Acts, Commentary on Matthew & Mark, Evidences of Christianity, Jesus & Jonah and The Authorship of Deuteronomy.

McGarvey worked with W. K. Pendelton's son, Philip, in the production of The Fourfold Gospel. There have been some criticisms of portions of the book that some believe to be more the work of Pendleton deserving the criticism than McGarvey. (One needs to keep in mind that this work and the commentary Thessalonians, Corinthians, Galatians and Romans were published after McGarvey's death.) While it is intriguing to sort out this matter, one needs to keep in mind that McGarvey is not the authority per se. As with all the works of men -- verify them with the Book of Books!

The FourFold Gospel was my textbook for the class Life of Christ at Freed-Hardeman University. Unlike some gospel harmonies which seek to combine just the synoptics (Matthew, Mark & Luke), this work is a harmony of all four gospels. Sadly, many harmonies of the gospels are filled with a modernistic bias. Looking for a work written by a trusted member of the church who helped fight against modernism among the churches? Here it is! The work is not designed for the scholars but by a scholar for all to read and understand.

It was reported that McGarvey's preaching was so easy to understand that a child could follow the lesson but would challenge any man to be able to deliver such an address themselves. This book was written for Bible Class teachers and more advanced students. While the work is easy to understand, it is not exactly a book that is easy to read from cover-to-cover so it will take time to become comfortable with the layout of material.

Be sure to read the introductory material that explains the structure of the marking system prior to reading the work or you will miss some of the benefit that the writers have provided. The book is more than a chart showing the order of events of the gospels and including the Biblical text. It includes commentary from the research and a lifetime of study of McGarvey near the end of his life. There is a valuable index to all four gospels at the back of the book showing what page number the material can be found on.

John William McGarvey died on October 6, 1911 and is buried in Lexington, KY. The Four-Fold Gospel was released three years after McGarvey's death. I have had honor of standing at his grave and taking my children there as well. My hope is that they will cherish the eternal truths that McGarvey championed in his life as well.

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 2-3
To whom he also showed himself alive after his passion by many proofs, appearing unto them by the space of forty days, and speaking the things concerning the kingdom of God1: 

NINTH AND TENTH APPEARANCES OF JESUS. (Jerusalem.) Luke 24:44-49; Acts 1:3-8; 1 Corinthians 15:7 

1. And speaking the things concerning the kingdom of God. This shows us that Jesus spoke many things at his appearances beside the brief words which are recorded. 

Verse 4
and, being assembled together with them, he charged them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, [said he], ye heard from me1: 

1. The promise of the Father, which, [said he], ye heard from me. See John 14:16,26; John 15:26. 

Verse 5
For John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized in the Holy Spirit not many days hence1. 

1. But ye shall be baptized in the Holy Spirit not many days hence. The promised baptism came ten days later, at Pentecost. 

Verse 7
They therefore, when they were come together, asked him, saying, Lord, dost thou at this time restore the kingdom to Israel1? 

1. Lord, dost thou at this time restore the kingdom to Israel? Despite all that they had seen and heard, the apostles were still expecting that Jesus would revive the old Jewish kingdom, and have himself enthroned in Jerusalem as the heir and successor of David. 

Verse 8
But ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth1. 

1. And ye shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea and Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. Jesus enlightens them as to their duty, and not as to the kingdom; Pentecost would make all clear as to the nature of Christ's rule and dominion. 

Verse 10
And when he had said these things, as they were looking, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. 

THE ASCENSION. (Olivet, between Jerusalem and Bethany.) Mark 16:19,20; Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:9-12 

Verse 17
who also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye looking into heaven? this Jesus, who was received up from you into heaven shall so come in like manner as ye beheld him going into heaven1. 

1. Shall so come in like manner as ye beheld him going into heaven. Thus the angels add their testimony to the sureness of our Lord's promise that he will return. 

Verse 18
(Now this man obtained a field with the reward of his iniquity1; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out2. 

Acts 1:18,19 REMORSE AND SUICIDE OF JUDAS. (In the temple and outside the wall of Jerusalem. Friday morning.) Matthew 27:3-10; Acts 1:18,19 

1. Now this man obtained a field with the reward of his iniquity. This parenthesis contains the words of Luke inserted in the midst of a speech made by Simon Peter to explain the meaning of his words. 

2. And falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out. His account of Judas' death varies in three points from that given by Matthew, but the variations are easily harmonized. (1) Evidently Judas hung until his abdomen was partially decomposed; then his neck giving way, the rope breaking, or something happening which caused his body to fall, it burst open when it struck the ground. (2) Judas is spoken of as purchasing the field, and so he did, for the priests bought it with his money, so that legally it was his purchase. (3) The field was called "The field of blood" for two reasons, and each Evangelist gives one of them. 
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Verse 3-4
and he fell upon the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul1, why persecutest thou me? 

1. Saul, Saul. By thus repeating the name, Jesus tempered the rebuke. See also Luke 10:41; Luke 22:31. 
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Verses 33-35
In all things I gave you an example, that so laboring ye ought to help the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that he himself said, It is more blessed to give than to receive1. 

1. It is more blessed to give than to receive. For completeness' sake we might also add these words of Jesus. These words quoted by Paul are not found in the gospel. The earthly life of Jesus shades off into the celestial, but we think that he have now given all that may be rightly included in the former. 

21 Chapter 21 

22 Chapter 22 

23 Chapter 23 

24 Chapter 24 

25 Chapter 25 

26 Chapter 26 

27 Chapter 27 

28 Chapter 28 

